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The Skeleton in Aemor,
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THE ROUND TOWER

« I was a Viking old!”

““ By the wild Baltic's strand,
1, with my childish band,
Tamed 'the gerfalcon”

« Oft to bis frozen lair
Tracked I the grisly bear”

““ Many the souls that sped,
Many the lpeart: that bled,
By our stern orders”

“ Many a wassail-bout

Wore the long Winter out” .

Artist.
. L. S. Ipsen,

E. A. Assry.

. Mary A. Havrrock.

do.

do.

dO(

do.



« Once as 1 told in glee
Tales of the stormy sea,
Soft eyes did gaze om me”

¢ I wooed the blue-eyed maid,

And in the forest’s shade
Our wows were plighted” .

« Loud sang the minstrels all,
Chanting bis glory” .

« While the brown ale be quaffed,

Loud then the champion laughed” .

<« Should not the dove so white
Follow the sea-mew'’s flight ?”

« On the white sea-strand,
Waving bis armed band,
Saw we old Hildebrand,

With twenty borsemen”

« So that our foe we saw
Laugh as be bailed us” .

«« Mid-ships with iron keel
Struck we ber ribs of steel” .

 So toward the open main

- . .

Bore I the maiden” .

¢ Cloud-like we saw the shore
Stretching to leeward™ .

Mary A. Havrrock.

do.
do.
do.

do.

do.
do.

do.

do.

do.




« Time dried the maiden’s tears ;
She bad forgot ber fears,
She was a mother” . . . . Mary A. HaLrock.

““In the vast forest bere,
Clad in my warlike gear,
Fell 1 upon my spear™ . . . . do.

[The emblematical border to the last stanza is drawn by Miss HALLOCK; the other
borders and the vignettes and illustrated half-title are by L. S. IPSEN.
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Introduction,

THis Ballad was suggested to me while riding on the sea-
shore at Newport. A year or two previous a skeleton had
been dug up at Fall River, clad in broken and corroded armor ;
and the idea occurred to me of connecting it with the Round
Tower at Newport, generally known hitherto as the Old Wind-
mill, though now claimed by the Danes as a work of their early
ancestors. Professor Rafn, in the Mémoires de la Société Royale
des Antiquaires du Nord, for 1838 - 1839, says: —

¢« There is no mistaking in this instance the style in which the
more ancient stone edifices of the North were constructed, — the style
which belongs to the Roman or Ante-Gothic architecture, and which,
especially after the time of Charlemagne, diffused itself from Italy over
the whole of the West and North of Europe, where it continued to
predominate until the close of the twelfth century, —that style which
some authors have, from one of its most striking characteristics, called
the round arch style, the same which in England is denominated Saxon
and sometimes Norman architecture.






«“On the ancient structure in Newport there are no ornaments re-
maining, which might possibly have served to guide us in assigning
the probable date of its erection. That no vestige whatever is found
of the pointed arch, nor any approximation to it, is indicative of an
earlier rather than of a later period. From such characteristics as
remain, however, we can scarcely form any other inference than one,
in which I am persuaded that all who are familiar with Old-Northern
architecture will concur, THAT FHIS BUILDING WAS ERECTED AT A PE-
RIOD DECIDEDLY NOT LATER THAN THE TWELFTH CENTURY. This re-
mark applies, of course, to the original building only, and not to the
alterations that it subsequently received; for there are several such
alterations in the upper part of the building which cannot be mis-
taken, and which were most likely occasioned by its being adapted in
modern times to various uses; for example, as the substructure of a
windmill, and latterly as a hay magazine. To the same times may
be referred the windows, the fireplace, and the apertures made above
the columns. That this building could not have been erected for a
windmill, is what an architect will easily discern.”

I will not enter into a discussion of the point. It is suffi-
ciently well established for the purpose of a ballad; though
doubtless many a citizen of Newport, who has passed his days
within sight of the Round Tower, will be ready to exclaim,
with Sancho: “God bless me! did I not warn you to have
a care of what you were doing, for that it was nothing but a
windmill; and nobody could mistake it, but one who had the
like in his head.”
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“Bpeak! speak! thou fear: ’\
ful guest!
Wiho, with thy hHollow breast
Btil] in rude armor drest,
Comest to daunt me!
Wirapt not in Eastern bajms,
But with thp fleshless palms







it



VA


































~—

/"« Oft to bis frozen lair
P Tracked X the grislp bear,

@Wihile from mp path the hare
Fled like a shadolw;

0ft through the forest dark

Followed the were-wolf’s bark,

N\ dntil the soaring lark
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/ » “X wooed the blue-eped maid, N ;
Pielding, pet half afraid, \
And in the forest's shade ,
Our vpows were plighted. -

' @nder its loosened best
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TO THE LAST STANZA.

Skoal!

In Scandinavia, this is the customary salutation when drinking a
health. I have slightly changed the orthography of the word, in order
to preserve the correct pronunciation.
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